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PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 
To which are added, Y 
A Few ARGUMENTS in Vindication of 
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INF ANT-BAPTISM. WE. 
With ſome HYMNS 
: | Extracted from the Wonzsof 5 
Ar. BAxr E R, Dr. CalAur, 


Dr. WarI, Dr. Warrs, and 
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CELEBRATION of Tnfant-Baptiſm 
among Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


fore he baptizes the Child, is. to examine the 

Parents, and if need be, to inſtruct them 
concerning the Uſe and Benefit of Baptiſm, and their 
own Duty. S 


The Child being brought, the Miniſter begins with 


this or the like Speech, directed to the Parent, or 


Parents (that preſenteth it.) 


HAT you may perform this Service to God 


with Underſtanding, you muſt know, that God 


having made Man in his own Image, to love and ſerye 
him, our firſt Parents wilfully corrupted themſelves 


by Sin, and became the Children of Death, and the 


Captives of Satan, who had overcome them by his 
Temptation: And as by one Man Sin entered into the 
' World, and Death by Sin, fo Death paſſed upon all, 

for that all have ſinned, and came ſhort of the Glory 


of God. We are by Nature Children of Wrath: For 
who can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean. By 


the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all Men 


to Condemnation. Bat the infinite Wiſdom and Love 
of the Father hath ſent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
World. The Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt on 
Earth, and eyercame the Devil and the World; ful- 


filled all Righteouſneſs, and ſuffered for our Sins upon 
the Croſs, and toſe again, and reigneth in Glory, and 
will come again, and. Judge the World in Righteopl- 
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T3 E Miniſter at ſome conyenient Time, be- 


; - | 
4 
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nefs In him God hath made and offered to the 


World a Covenant of Grace, and in it the Paxdon'vof © 
Sin to all true penitent Believers, and Power to be the 
Sons of God and Heirs of Heaven : This Covenant 


is extended to the Seed alſo of the Faithful, to give 


them the Benefits fuitable to their Age, the Parents 
dedicating them unto God, and entering then into the 


Covenant, and ſo God in Chriſt, will be their God, 


and number them with his People. 
This Covenant is to be ſolemnly entered into by Bap- 
tiſm (which is an holy Sacrament inſtituted by Chriſt 


in which a Perſon profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith (or the 


Ivfant of ſuch) is baptized with Water. into the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in Signification 
and Solemnization of the holy Covenant, in which, as 
a penitent Believer, (or the Seed of ſuch) he giveth 
up himſelf (or is by the Parent given up) to [God] the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, from henceforth (or 
from the time of natural capacity) to believe in, love 
and fear this bleſſed | Trinity, againſt the Fleſh, the 
Devil and the World ; and this eſpecially on the ac- 
count of Redemption: And is ſolemnly entred a viſible 
Member of Chriſt and his Church, a Child of God, 
and an Heir of Heaven. How great now is the Mer- 
cy, and how great the Duty that is before you? Is it 
a ſmall Mercy for this Child to be accepted into the 
Covenant of God, and waſhed from its original Sin in 


the Blood of Chriſt, which is ſignified and ſealed by 
this ſacramental waſhing with Water, to be accepted 
das a Member of Chriſt and of his Church, where he 


vouchſafeth his Protection and Proviſion, and the 


Means and Spirit of Grace, and the renewed Pardon 


of Sin upon Repentance, and for you to ſee this Hap- 


pineſs of your Child? The Duty on your part, is, 
firſt to ſee that you are ſtedfaſt in the Faith and Cove - 
nant of Chriſt, that you periſh not yourſelf, and that 
your Child is indeed the Child of a Believer: And 
then you are believingly and thankfully to dedicate 


your Child to God, and to enter it into the Covenant 
in which you ſtand, And you muſt know, that your 
Faith and Conſent, and Dedication will ſuffice for your 

2] | | Children 


(5) 
Children no longer then till they come to Age theme 
ſelves, and then they muſt own their baptiſmal Covez 
nant, and perſonally renew it, and conſent, and give 
up themſelves to God, or elſe they will not be owned 
by Chriſt, You muſt therefore acquaint them with 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel as they grow up, and with 
the Covenant now made, and bring them up in the - 
Fear of the Lord. And when they are actually penis. 
tent Believers, they muſt preſent themſelves to the 
Paſtors of the Charch, to be approved and received 
into the Communion of the Adult. ©. 4599 
If there be need of ſatisfying the People of the 
Duty of baptizing Infants, the Miniſter may here do 
it; otherwiſe let the "Queſtions here immediately 
follow *. | e 
The Miniſter here ſays to the Parent, and the Parent 
anſwers as followeth. t. 


| 

; 1 being the Faithful and their Seed to whom the 
a Promiſes are made; and no Man will ſincerely de- 

| dicate his Child to that God that he believeth not in 
q himſelf ; I therefore require you to make Profeſſion of 
: your own Faith. N ID 
. Queſt. Do you believe in God..the Father Almighty 
. Maker of Heaven and Earth : . . 1 
: And in Feſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord, who was 

- conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, 
n . Juffered under Pontius Pilate, as crucified, dead and -. 
Y buried, * * * he third Day he roſe again from the-- 
1 dead. He aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right - 
e Hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence he alt 
> come to judge the quick and the dead. | ö 
n Do you believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; The holy Cathdolick « 
3 Church ; The Communion of Saints ; The Forgiveneſs of 
|] Sins; The Ræſurrection, and the Lift everlaſting ? . 
” An ſau. All this 1 do unfeignedly believe. . 
1 F [Or thus.] | 98 
d Queſt. Do you believe the Bible to be the Word r 
© God ? | A — © 
It Az ſav. I ſincerely believe it is. Red 

Ir ——— 6 
n Theſe Queſtions and Anſwers are not always in⸗ 


variably the ſame, but only to this Effect. 
| at 55 
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F aith. ] 
© Queſt. Do you remain fhedfaf in the C ovenant which 


(6) | 
- Queſt. Vill you make the Sacred Bible the Rule of 3 your 
Life and Faith? 


Anſw. It is my ma Determination thing to do. 


Queſt. Do you repent of your Sins, and renounce the 
Fleſh, the Devil, and the World, and conſent to the 
Covenant of Grace, giving up yourſelf to God the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, as your Creator and reconciled L 
Father, your Redeemer and your Sand:fier F 


Anſw. I do. 
- [Or thus rather, if. the Parent be fit to utter his on 


you made in Baptiſm yourſelf ? 112 
Anſw. Repenting of my Sins, I do renounce the 


| Fleſh, the Devil, and the World, and I give up my- 
ſef to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, my 
Creator and reconciled Father, my Redeemer and wy 


Sanctifier.] 
- Queſt. Do you preſent and alli this Child unto 


God, to be baptized into this Faith, and ſolemnly engaged 
5 


in this Covenant unto God the Father. Son, and 
8. againſt the Fleſh, the Dewil, and the World? 


Anfew.- It is my Deſire (or) I do preſent; and dedi- 


cate him for this End. 


: Queſt. Do you here ſolemnly promiſe, that if God con- 
tinue it auith you. till it be capable of Inſtructions, you will 
Juithfully endeavour to acquaint this Child with the Cove- 
nant in which he was here by you engaged, and to inſtru? 
and exhort him to perform this Covenant, as ever he looks 
for the Bleſſi ings of it, or to eſcape the Curſes and Wrath. 


of God; that is, that he renounce the Fleſh, the World, 

and the Devil, and live- not after them: And that be 
believe the Father, Son and Haly Ghoſt, his Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sand Her. That £ refign himſelf to God 
as his abſolute Owner, and obey him as his Supream Go- 
wernor, and love him as his moſt gracious Father, hoping 


ta enjoy: him as his Felicity in endleſs Glory? 


',* Anfav. I will faithfully endeavour it. 


Queſt. Will you to this End faithfully endeavour to 


j cauſe him to underſtand the Nature of the Chriſtian Re- 
1 25 40 learn the Lords FO and thy Ten Command- 


ments, 


„„ Cc wu tho Am 2 = ww Þf -» 5 a, 


EF) 

ments, and to read, or hear the holy Scriptures, and to 
attend on the publick Preaching of God's Word? Will 
you endeavour by your own Teaching, and Example, and 
Reftraint, to keep him from Wickedneſs, and train him up 
in a holy Life ? 355 01/36 SILLS 
Anse. J will faithfully. endeavour it by the Help of 


God. 
Then the Miniſter prays thus, or to this Senſe, 
Moſt merciful Father, by the firſt Adam Sin en- 
tred into the World, and Death by Sin, and we 
are by Nature Children of Wrath; but thou haſt given 
thy only Son to be the Seed of the Woman, the Sa- 
viour of the World, the Captain of our Salvation, to 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, and to waſh. 
us in his Blood, and reconcile” us unto- thee, and to re- 
new us by the Holy Ghoſt, and to bruiſe Satan under 
our Feet: In him thou haſt eſtabliſhed the Covenant 
of Grace, and haſt appointed this holy Sacrament of 
| Baptiſm for our ſolemn Entrance into the Bonds of the 
Covenant, and ftating us in the Bleſlings of it, which 
thou extendeſt to the Faithful and their Seed. We de- 
dicate and offer this Child to thee, to be received into 
thy Covenant and Church. We beſeech thee take him 
for thy Child, renew him to the Image of thy Son, 
make him a Fellow- Citizen with the Saints, and one 
of thy Houſhold. Protect him and provide for him 
as thy own, and finally preſerve him to thy heavenly 
2 through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour 
En. | 
Then the Miniſter asks of the Parent the Name of 
the Child, and naming him, he * baptizes him, uſing 
theſe Words without Alteration. 5 


Ibaptixe thee in the Name of the Father, and of the 8 
Oy 5 Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. } - 
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* Chriſt no where, as far as I can find, requires 
Dipping, but only Baptizing ; which Word, many moſt 
8 empnent 


This text, the Miniſter thus declares 


* 


Hs Child is now received into Chriſt's Church, 


and ſolemnly entred into the holy Covenant, 


and engaged, if he lives to the uſe of Reaſon, to live to 


Chriſt; and to bear his Croſs, and confeſs Chriſt cru- 
| ciſied, 


1 
* 


A 
— 


eminent for Learning and Piety have, declared fignifies 
to pour on, or ſprinkle, as well as to dip. As our Lord 


has graciouſly given us a Word of ſuch extenſive Mean - 
ing, doubtleſs the Parent, or the Perſon to be baptized, 
if he be adult, ought to chooſe which he beſt approves, 
fince our compaſſionate Saviour has given us ſuch a 
Liberty. What GO has left indifferent, it becomes 
not Man to make neceſſary. | ; ; 
I think it proper to add here, what the very ex- 


cellent Dr. Watts has declared concerning the Signifi- 
cation of this Word. The Greek Word baptixo, 


(ſays he) ſignifies to waſb any 9 properly by Vater 
coming over it: Now there are ſeveral ways of ſuch 


Waſhing, (viz.) Sprinkling Water on it in ſmall Quantity, 


pouring Water on it in larger Quantity, or dipprang it 
under Water, either in part or in whole: And ſince 
this ſeems to be left undetermined in Scripture to one 
particular Mode; therefore any of thets Ways of 


waſhing may be ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſe of this- 
Ordinance. Now that. the Greet Word figmifies au es 


ing a thing in general by Water coming over it, and 
not always dipping, is argued: by learned Men, not only 
from ancient Greek Authors, but from the New Teſta- 


ment itſelf, as Luke xi, 38. The Phariſees marwelled 
that Feſus had not firſt waſhed before Dinner. In Greet, 
that he was not firſt baptized ; and can it be ſuppoled, 
that they would have bim 4% himſelf in Water? Mar 


vii. 4. The Phariſees, when they came from the Market, 
eat not except they are waſhed. In Greek, except they 
© are baptized ; ſurely it cannot mean except they auere 
dipped. And if this ſhould be reſtrained. to fipnify 


woſhing their Hands only, yet it does not ſignify oth | 
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(9) 


cited, and faithfully to fight under his Banner againſt 
the Fleſh, the Devil, and the World, and to continue 
his faithful Soldier and Servant to the Death, that he 
may receive the Crown of Life. pe 


Then he gives Thanks and prays in theſe, or the like 

| ords. | TO To 
E thank thee, moſt merciful Father, that when 
we had broken thy Law, and were condemned 
by it, thou haſt given us a Saviour, and Life in him, 
and haſt extended thy Covenant of Grace to Believers, 
and to their Seed, and haſt now received this Child into 
| 4. e | | thy 


um — 
— 
— 


— — — 


ſarily dipping them; for the Manner of waſhing their 
Hands of old, was by pouring Mater on them, as Eli- 
ſha poured Water on the Hands of Elijab, 2 Kings iii. 
11. Yet further they practiſed the waſring of Tables 
(in Greek, Baptiſm of Beds) as well as Cups and Veſſels. 
Now Beds could not uſually be waſhed by dipping, Heb. 
ix. 10. The Fews had divers Waſhings preſcribed by 
Moſes, (in Greek Bapti/ms) which were /priniling and 
pouring Water on Things, as well as plunging - them 
all over in Water. 1 Cor. xii. 2. The Children of Iſrael 
were baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud and the Sea, in 
their Paſſege. thra' the Red-Sea, at their March from 
Egypt ; not that they were dipped in the Water, but 
they were ſprinkled by the Clouds over their Heads, 
and perhaps by the Water which ſtood up in Heaps 
as they paſſed by. E BIR 7 143674581 

Beſides, it is ſaid further on this Head, that pouring 
or ſprinkling more naturally repreſents moſt of the ſpi- 


ritual Bleſſings fignified by Baptiſm, (iz. ) the fprink- 


ling of the Blood of Chriſt on the Conſcience, or the 
Pouring out of the Spirit on the Perſon baptized, or 
ſprinkling him with clean Water, as an Emblem of the. 
Influence of the Spirit; all which are the things ſigni- 


| fied in Baptiſm, as different Repreſentations of the 


cleanſing away of the Guilt or Defilement of Sin 
thereby, FF ? 
| Berry-flreet Sermons. Vol. II. p. 205, 206* 


: 


(100 
thy Covenant and Church, as a Member of Chriſt. 
We beſeech thee, let him grow up in Holineſs; and 
when he comes to Years of Diſcretion, let thy Spirit 
reveal unto him the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and the 
Riches of thy Love in Jeſus Chrift ; and cauſe him to 
renew and perform the Covenant, and to reſign him" 
ſelf, and all that he hath entirely unto thee his Lordy/to 
be ſubject and obedient to thee and Governor, and tb 
love thee his Father with all his Heart, his Soul, and 


the Portion of his Sou], defiring and hoping to enjoy 
thee in everlaſting Glory. Save him from the Lufts 
and Allurements of the Fleſh, the Temptations of 
the Devil, and the Baits of the Pleaſure, Profit, and 
Honour of the World, and from all the Corruptions of 
his own Heart, and all the hurtful Violence of his E- 
nemies. Keep him in Communion with the Saints, 
in the Love and Uſe of. thy Word and Worſhip. Let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his -Croſs and follow 
Chriſt the Captain of his Salvation, and be faithful un- 
to the Death, and then receive the Crown of Life, 
through jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. y 


Then uſes this Exhortation, or the like, to the Parents. 
OU that have devoted this Child to God, and 
| engaged it in Covenant to him, muſt be thank- 
ful for ſo great a Mercy to the Child, and muſt be 
faithful in performing what you have promiſed on your 
Parts, in inſtructing and educating this Child in the 
Faith and Fear of God, that he may own and perform 
the Covenant now made, and receive all the Bleſſings 
Which God hath promiſed. Hear what God hath 
made your Duty, Epb. vi. 4. Fathers provoke not your 


and Admonition of the Lord. Prov. xxii. 6. 
a Child in the Way he ſhould go, and when he is old 


bringeth his Mother to ſhame. Deut. vi. 5, 6, 7. 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gad with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Might ; and 


Might, and adhere unto thee, and delight in thee as | 


Children to Wrath, but bring them up in the Nurture | 
Train 5 


he will not depart from it. Prov. xxix. 15. The Rod 
and Reproof give Wiſdom, but a Child left to himſelf | 


Kao wn oo 44 ..d YH rw ih. of i, S327, © Yd bed | 


theſe 


„ 
theſe Words: which I command thee this Day, ſhall be 
bn thy Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto 
thy Children, and thou ſhalt talk of them when thou 
fitteſt in the Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
Way, and 3 . 7 My down, * _— _— riſeſt 
up. Fo/oua ſaith, Foſs. xxiv. 15. r me my 
; il" will ſerve the Lord. Paul faith of 75. 
| otby, 2 Tim. iii. 15. From a Child thou haſt known 
ache holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto Salvation, through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Then the Miniſter ſays to the People thus, ar to this 
c : 


| a. 
O U have heard, Beloved, how great a Dignity 
— are 1 to my _ 5 how 
great Duty we are all engaged. earca and try, 
whether — have kept „ the Covenant which 
you made, and have lived according to the Dignity 
of your Calling. And if any of you be Unbelievers, 
or Ungodly, and love not God above all, and neglect 
| Chriſt and his Salvation, and are yet unſanctified, and 
live after the Fleſh, the Devil, and the World, which 
„vou here renounced ; as you love your Souls, bewail 
and your perfidious Covenant-breaking with God. Truſt 
nk- not the Water of Baptiſm alone : If you are not born 
be apain of the Spirit alſo, you cannot enter into 'the 
Kingdom of God, Joh. iii. 5, 6. Baptiſm will not ſave 
you, if you have not the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 
orm By unto God, 1 Pet. iii. 21, If any Man have not the 
55 Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame is none of his, Rom. viii. . 
Much leſs thoſe unhappy Creatures, who hate Santi. 
"Our. BF fication, and deſpiſe and ſcorn a holy Life, when they 
re i were by Baptiſm engaged to the Holy Ghoſt the Sancti- 
fer. Can you think to be ſaved by the Covenant you 
old keep not? O no! Your Perfidiouſneſs aggravateth 
Rod your Sin and Miſery. Eccleſ. v. 4, 5. When thou 
elf voweſt a Vow to God, defer not to pay it, for he 
7. WW Jath no Pleaſure in Fools: Pay that which thou haſt 
art, vowed; better it is that thou ſhouldeſt not vow, than that 
chou ſhouldeſt vow and not pay. O bleſs the Lord, that 
it is a Covenant of ſuch Grace which is tendred to "8 
80 U | 


(12) 


That upon true Repentance and Converſion, even your | 
Covenant-breaking ſhall be forgiven; and therefore | 
enitently caſt down yourſelves before the Lord, and 
n caſt yourſelves on Chriſt, and yield to the 
Teachings, and ſanctifying Operations of the Holy | 
Ghoſt. : Yet know the Day of your Viſitation _ 3 
forſake the Fleſh, the Devil, and the World, and turn 
to God with all your Hearts, and give up. yourſelves 
intirely to your Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, and 
he will have Mercy upon you, and will abundantly 
pardon you. But if you ftill live after the Fleſh, you 
ſhall die: And if you continue to neglect this great 
Salvation, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
but a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, and Fire, 
which ſhall devour the Adverſaries... ; | 
Let no Children be. privately e anleſ upon 
me ſpecial weighty Cauſe. 
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1 am willing to add a few Paſſages out 


of the Life of the heavenly Mr. Philip 
Henry, hoping ſome may be engaged 
to follow his pious Example. » 


E drew up a ſhort Form of the Baptiſmal Co- 
venant, for the Uſe of his Children; it was 
thus : ; 
I take God the Father to be my chiefeſt Good and higheſt 
End. 5 = 
1 take God the Son to be my Prince and Saviour. 
1 take God the Hely Ghoſt to be my Saniifier, Teacher, 
Gaide and Comforter. 
Ttake the Ward of God to be my Rule in all my Afions. 
And the People of God to be my People in all Con- 
„ Es | 
Ido likewiſe devote and dedicate unto the Lord, my 
«whole Self, all J am, all I have, and all I can do. 


And this I do deliberately, fincerely, freely, and for 
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This he taught his Children, and they each of chem 
ſolemnly repeated it every Lord's-Day- in the Evening, 
after they were catechized, he putting his Amen to it, 
and ſometimes adding, /o /ay, and /o do, and you axe 


made for ever. | 


He alſo took pains with them, to lead them into 
the Underſtanding of it, and to perſuade them to a 
free and cheerful Conſent to it. And when they grew 
up, he made them all write it over ſeverally with their 
own Hands, and very ſolemnly ſet their Names to it, 
which he told them he would keep by him, and it 
ſhould be produced as a 'Teltimony apainſ them, in 
caſe they thould afterwards depart from God, and turn 
from following after him. 


| | He 
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le was careful to bring his Children betimes (when 
they were about ſixteen Vears of Age) to the Ordi- 

nance of the Lord's Supper, to take the Covenant of 
Cod upon themſelves, and to make. their Dedication to 
God their own Act and Deed; and a great deal of Pains 


he took with them, to prepare them for that great 


Ordinance, and fo to tranſmit them into the State of 
adult Church- memberſnip: And he would often blame 
Parents, who would think themſelves undone, if they 
bad not their Children baptized, and yet took no care 
when they grew up and made a Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to perſuade them to the Lord's 
Supper. *Tis true (he would ſay) Buds and Bloſſoms 
are not Fruit, but they give Hopes of Fruit; and Pa- 

rents may and ſhould take hold of the good 1 
of Grace which they ſee in their Children, by thoſe 
to bind them ſo much the cloſer to, and lead them ſo 
much the fatter in the away that is called Holy. By this 
ſolemn Engagement, the Door which ſtood half open | 
before, and invited the Thief, is ſhut and bolted againſt 

Temptation. And to thoſe who pleaded that they 
were not fit; he would ſay, that the further they went 
into the World, the leſs fit they would be. Qui von 
eft hodie cras minus aftus erit. Not that Children ſhould 
be compell'd to it, nor thoſe that are wilfolly ignorant, 
untoward and perverſe, admitted to it, but thoſe Chil- 
dren- that are hopeful and weil inclined to the things 
of God, and appear to be concerned in other Duties 
of Religion, when they begin to put away childiſh 
_ "Things, ſhould be incited and encourdged and per- 

ſuaded to this, that the Matter may be brought to 
an Iſſue. Noy, but ave vill ſerve the Lord; faſt bind, 
feft find, Abundant Thankſyivings have been rendred 
to God by many of his Friends for his Advice and 
Aſſiſtance herein, 

Ia dealing with his Children about their ſpiritual 
State, he took hold of them very much by the Handle 
of their Infant-Heptiſin, and frequently inculcated that 
upon them, that they were born in God's Houſe, and 
were b-times dedicated and given up to him, and there: 


fre were obliged to be his Servants, P/el. cxvi. 16. J 
3 | ann 
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am thy Servant, becauſe the Son of thy Handmaid. 
This he was wont to illuſtrate to them by the Compa- 
riſon of taking a Leaſe of a fair Eſtate for a Child in 


the Cradle, and putting his Life into it; the Child 


then knows nothing of the matter, nor 1s he capable 


of conſenting ; however, then he is maintained out of 
Wit, and hath an Intereſt in it; and when he grows up, 
Wand becomes able to chuſe, and refuſe for himſelf, if 

E go to his Landlord, and claim the Benefit of the 


eaſe, and promiſe to pay the Rent, and do the Ser- 
vices, well and good, he hath the Benefit of it, if o- 
therwiſe it is at his Peril. Now, Children, (would 
« he ſay) our great Landlord was willing that your 


Lives ſhould be put into the Leaſe of Heaven and 


| CC 


Happineſs, and it was done accordingly, by your 
“ Baptiſm, which is the Seal of the Righteouſneſs that ts 
« by Faith ; and by that it was aſſured to you, that if 


you would pay the Rent, and do the Service, that 


«« js, live a Lite of Faith and Repentance, and ſincere 
16. Obedience, you hall never be turned off the Tene- 
«© ment; but if now you diſlike the Terms, and refuſe 
« to pay this Rent (this chief Rent, ſo he would call 
« for its no Rack) you forfeit the Leaſe : However, 


« you cannot but ſay, that you had a Kindneſs done 


665 


you, to have your Lives put into it,” Thus did he 
frequently deal with his Children, and even travel in 
Birth again to ſee Chriſt formed in them, and from this 
Topick he generally argued, and he would often ſay, 


Tf Infant-Beuptiſin were more improved, it would be lef: 
diſputed. 5 


For a Cloſe of this Treatiſe. I fhall annex a brief 


| Admonition, both to Chriſtian Parents, that have 


brought their Children under the Baptiſmal Vow in 


| their Infant State: And to their Children, that ſo 


early came under an Obligation to be the Lord's, and 
to live to him, with Reference to Duty conſequent 
thereupon. | 

As for you that have devoted your Children to God 
in Baptiſm, remember (I beſeech you) and take care 
to breed them up for him, to whom you have conſe- 


By *, © erated 


* 


6 
crated them; expecting to be call'd to an Aceount 
about your Carriage towards them, and Management 
of them another Day. Take care to ſeaſon their ten- 
der Minds well: Inſtruct them diligently in the Know- 
ledge of God, and of their Duty to him; and in the 
Nature and Import of that divine Few you brought] 
them under: Shew them, what will be the Benefits of 
keepigg it, the Danger of breaking it, and the Du— 
ties they are obliged to by it; and do what you can 
to bring them to take it upon themſelves, and renew 

their Covenant with God in their own Perſons, as 
as ſoon as they are capable. Preſerve them as much 
as may be from the Infections of an Evil Age: Set 
them good Examples yourſelves, and get them among 
as many other lively Patterns of ſerious Godlineſs as 
you can; that you may thereby provoke them to Imi- 
tation: Inure them to holy Exeiciſes from their 
Youth up: Pcſieſs them with as great a Reverence of 
the Holy Sci iptures as is poſſible: Narrowly watch 
their Tongues from the firit that they begin to uſe 
them; and do what in you lies, betimes to learn them 
to govern their Appetites: Teach them the Worth 
of Lime; and ſpur them on to make a diligent Im- 
provement of it: Encourage them when they do well; 
and reprove and correct them when they do amiſs, 
Whatever NegleQs or Miſcarrtages you over-look or 
aſs by, be ſure you allow them in nothing that is 
Enful This will be the way for you to have Peace 
and Comfort, whatever be the Conſequences, 
Remember how many ways you are obliged herets ; 
bow ſolemnly you have promiſed it; how certainly 
God expeQs it, and how ſeverely he'll puniſh the 
Negle& of it. How fad a thing will it be, to have 
the Blood of your Childrens Souls lying at your Door, 
on the Account of your Careleſſneſs in this Matter, 
where your utmoſt Diligence was required ? Should 
they hereafter prove Croſſes, and Heart-breaking 
Afflictions, through their Undutifulneſs, what a ſad 
| Aggravation would it be of your Trouble, to think 
that all this hath ariſen from your want of Care in their 
Education ? How will they cry out upon you _ 
alter 


(329? 
after, if ever they come to be ſenſible and awaken' d, for 
your unnatural Cruelty; who tho' you might be tender 
enough of them, and kind enough to them in other 
Reſpects, ye: mirded not their Souls, took not any ſuit- 
able Care to breed them up for him, to whom you 
devoted them ? Nay, how will they in anether World, 


W if they finally perſiſt in Wickedneſs, exelaim againlt. 


you, who were the Inſtruments of conveying their Be- 
ing to them, as their Souls Murderers , and the firſt 
Occaſions of their endleſs Ruin, by your Neglect to 
take that care of them, which you engaged to do 
when you baptized them? I beſeech you therefore, 
if you have any Regard to God, any Delire to ſee 
true Religion, ſerious Piety and Godlineſs flouriſh ; if 
you have any Love to the Fruit of your own. Bowels,, 
and any Regard to your own Peace now, or hereafter, 
that you would make Conſcience of this Matter : Pay 
the Yoaw you made, when you devoted your Children 
to God in Baptiſm. DT 

And as for you, who thro' God's great Goodneſs and: 
your Parents Care, had the happy Privilege of an early 
Baptiſm; Oh! be not ſo fooliſh as to cavil yourſelves 
out of the Benefit of it. Your Parents brought you 
under Yows to God; oh ! deſire not to be releaſed. 
Had there been a conſiderable temporal Eſtate of ſome 
Hundreds a Year, ſettled on your Family before you 
were born, upon ſome certain eaſy Conditions, to be 
performed not only by your Parents, but by you after 
them; to the Performance whereof, they ſhould have 
obliged not only themſelves, but you their Children : 
Would you not in ſuch. a Caſe, where the Profit on the 
one Hand, and Hazard on the other, is ſo ſenſible and ap- 
parent, own the binding Force of their Obligation upon 
yourſelves, in order to your keeping the Inheritance? 
And will you be more unjuſt to God, than you would 


to Man? Will you own your Parents Power to en- 


gage you for a Trifle, and not in order to an ever- 
latting Crown? But however, if you think your Pa- 
rents did you wrong, and that you are hardly dealt 
with, you may be out of Covenant when you will: - 
But at the {ame time, be it known to you, if you. 
ES diſown 
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difown it, you forfeit the Benefits of it; if you renounce 
your Voao, you caſt of God, and reject his Favour, 
and muſt never expect an Admiſſion into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. | 

But if you have any Concern for your Souls, any 
Senſe of the Wretchedneſs of your natural State, and 
of the Deſireableneſs of the Favour of God thro* Chriſt, 
you cannot but prize your early Dedication to God, as 
a valuable Mercy. Oh! prize it, improve it, heartily _ 
bleſs @od for it; and ftand to the Yoww you then came 
under, and let it be the Bufineſs of your Lives to dif- 
charge and pay it. Don't pretend it's hard and ſtrict; 
for there is nothing in it but what is neceſſary : Ben't 
impatient of its Confinements, for they are all for your 
Good. Think often and ſeriouſly of the Unſuitableneſs 
of your Carriage and Behaviour to the Yow that is 
upon you ; and that with - Sorrow and Lamentation : 
Think what would become of you, ſhould God take 
your Forfeitures of the Bleflings of his Covenant: And 
if you have any Regard to God, any Love to your own 


- Souls, any Defire to be happy here or hereafter, lay 
aſide Excuſes, and without Delay, freely and ſolemnly 
own and acknowledge this You of God that is upon 


you, and ſet yourſelves with all your Might to live 
anſwerably to it. | 


— 
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Few Hints of Argument for Infant 
Baptiſm. 


H E Baptiſm of Infants have been a troubleſome 

Diſpute indeed fince the Reformation: But I 
ſhall not pretend to debate it here, but only rehearſe 
a few Hints of Argument, which are commonly uſed 
to vindicate the Practice of Baptizing Children, viz. 


I. The Covenant made with rabam, and his Seed, 


Gen. xvii. is the Covenant of Grace; it includes, and 


was deſigned to extend to all Believers, When God 


promiſed.to be a G OD to Abraham, and to his Seed, 
St. Paul aſſures us, that by Abraham's Seed is meant, 
all that ſhould imitate the Faith and Virtue of ra- 
ham, whether they be Fews or Gentiles, Gal. iii. 7. 
Know ye therefore, that they who are of the Faith, the 
ſame are the Children of Abraham, Ver. 29. If ye are 
Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and Heirs actord- 
ing to the Promiſe. | 
The nme ſpiritual Promiſes, and Bleſſings, which 
belonged ro the Church under the Old Tefament, be- 
long alſo to it under the New, Acts ii. 39. 2 Cor. i. 20. 
Abraham is repreſented as the Root, or Stock of the vi- 
ble Church, Rom. xi. 16, 17, Sec. The Fewiſh 
Church are the zatural Branches of it, the Gentiles 
are zngrafted into the ſame Stock, ver. 17, 24. and par- 
take of the Bleſſings of it. 
From theſe Texts (and many others might eaſily be 
produced) it ſeems evident, that the 'Fewiſh and the 
Chriftian Church are but one, and the ſame viſible 


Church in a continued Succeſſion, though under diffe- 
rent Adminiltrations, and Ordinances, | 


II. The Covenant, made with Abraham, and with 
his Seed, is flill in Force. This is implied in what has 
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been already ſaid: But it ought to be particularly con- 
ſidered, It is plainly aſſerted by the Apoſtle, Gal. iii. 
17. To the ſame Purpoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks in Rom. 
iv. 14, 16. Here he declares, that the Promiſe made 
to Abraham, is not made of zone Efe&, or aboliſhed, 
but is ſure to all Believers in @// Ages. N 
Ever fince God called the Family of 4braham, and 
ſettled his viſible Church in it, he has never ſuffered it 
to fail. It was an everlaſting Covenant that he made 
with Abrabam, to be his GOD, and the G O D of 
his Seed, Gen. xvii. 7. that he might be the Father 
both of Jews and Gentiles, who were brought into the 
Church, as in Rom. iv. 11, 16, 1 


III. The Children of the Fews were viſible Mem- 
bers of the Fecoiſß Church under. the Covenant of 
Abraham, and as ſuch they were acknowledged, and 
received into it by Circumcifion as the Door of En- 


trance, Gen. xvii. 914. 


IV. The Children of Chriftians were never cut of 
from this Privilege, when their Fathers were received 
into the Church, whether they were Feaus or Gentiles: ; 
and therefore they are Members of the Chriſian Church 
alſo, under ſpiritual Promiſes, and Bleflings. When 
the Jeaus the natural Branches were cut off from the 
good Olive-Tree, their little Buds were cut off with 
them alſo; and when the Gentiles by a Profeſſion of 
Faith were grafted in as foreign Branches, their Jiltle 
Buds were grafted in with them. Criſ received ghe 
Children that were brought by the Hands of their Be. 
lieving Parents, and laid his Hands on them and bleſſed 
them, and ſaid, of ſuch is the Kingdon of Heawven, Matt, 
x. 13—16. The Promiſes of the Old Teſtament, 
wherein Children are included in ſome of the Pro- 
Phets, do refer to the Gentile Church as well as the 
Fewiſh, Wai. xliv. 3, 5. Iſai. Ixv. 23. Joel ii. 28, 29. 
For it i, the Bleſſing of Abraham which reaches to his 
Seed, that comes upon the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Gal. iii. 14. Rom. xv. 8, g. that the Gentiles may glo- 
rify GOD for his Mercy, : 5 = * 
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V. Baptiſm is now (like Circumeifion of old) th 
Sign of God's Covenant. This is plainly intimated by 
the Apoſtle in Gal. iii. 27, 29. Circumciſion being 
aboliſhed, and Baptiſm coming in the Room of it, Bap- 
tiſm ſhould be applied to a/! thoſe, who have any In- 
tereſt in the Covenant, as Circumciſton was. Now 
that Baptiſm is come in the Room of Circumciſion, 
ſeeras plain from Col. ii. 12. where the Apoltle argues, 
that being baptized, we need not be circumciſed : 
And beſides Baptiſm and Circumcifion fignify the fame 
thing, i. e. the Removal of Sin, one by cutting off, and 
the other by waſhing away. 


VI. As this Sort of Reaſoning. ſeems to manifeſt 
the Right of the Children of Chriſtians to theſe Blef- 
fings, or that they have ſome Intereſt in this Cove- 
nant, fo there are ſome Conſiderations, which render 
it very probable, that Children ſhould be admitted into 
the viſible Church, by the Chriſtian Door of Entrance, 
that is Bapri/n, As for Inſtance. | = . 

Fir, the Goſpel, which is a Diſpenſation of greater 
Grace, does not Jen, but increaſe the Privileges of 
the Church: It takes away Yokes and Burdens in- 
deed, ſuch as Circumciſion was, As xv. 10. but does 
not diminiſh its Honours, Titles, and Privileges. 

Again, when the Father or Mother of a Family be- 
lieved in Chriſt, their Houſholds were baptized toge- 
ther with themſelves, even where there is no Mention 
that the Houſhold believed in Chrif alſo : As in the 
Caſe of Lydia and Stephanas, Acts xvi. 15. 1 Cor. i. 
16. Now Children are uſually a conſiderable Part of 
the Houſhold. ; e PD 
Vet further, Children under the New Teſtament are 

as capable of receiving the Bleſſings ſignified, and ful- 
filling the Duties enjoined, as ever they were under 
the Old. It is granted, that they neither could hen, 
nor can ob underſtand the Bleſſings nor the Duties ; 
yet they might receive the Seal of Circumciſion, or 
of Baptiſm, as a Bond laid upon them in Infancy, to 
fulfil the Obligations and the Duties of riper Years, and 
| _ 
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as an Encouragement to wait, and hEpe for the Bleſ- 
fings. This was the Caſe of Jeauißſb Infants, and why 

may not Chriſtians be favoured with it alſo ? 
The Covenant made with Abrah:zm, and with his 
Seed, Gen. xvil. 7. included Infants. This Covenant 
is not repealed or diſannulled (II. Ar.) It was intended 
to extend to Chriſtians, and their Seed (J.) It is con- 
firmed by God to Chrift, (Gal. iii. 17.) i. e. It was 
made with Chriſt, conſidered as including all his Mem- 
bers in him. As Circumciſion of old was the Sign of ad- 
mitting Perſons into this Covenant; ſo now Baptiſin is 
the Sign of admitting Perſons into the ſame individual 
Covenant (V.) therefore it muſt be adminiitered to 
the ſame Perſons, i. e. to Infants, as well as to the 
Adult. When the Cowenant is the ſame, the Privi- 
leges and Promiſes the ſame, the Seal muſt have been 
the ſame, if it had not been changed, and the Seed of 
Abrch2m to inherit muſt be the /ame alſo, unleſs there 
is any Alteration made in the Goſpel. The Seed in 
that Covenant included Infants ; and therefore [fant 

are ſtill Part of that Seed of Abraham. The Seed ©: 
Abraham had a Right to the Seal of the Covenant; 


their Right ſtill continues as the Covenant does; and 


therefore they are to be admitted, Infants in particular, 
to Baptiſm the preſent Seal of this Covenant, e 
If God thought fit to make any Changes, or Altera- 


tions in any Circumſtance of this Covenant, it ſeems 


neeeſſary, that he ſhould give Notice of it in the Goſ- 
pel. Accordingly as he thought fit to change the old 
Sign of Circumciſion for Baptiſm, ſo he has in the Goſ- 
pel, expreſsly warned us of the Change, Adds xv. 24. 
xxii. 21, 25. Gal. v. 2, 3. And as he choſe to make 
one Alteration, with regard to the Perſons to whom 
the Seal of the faid Covenant ſhould be applied, and 
to ordain that Females, as well as Males, ſhould be 
baptized, ſo he has expreſsly told us of this Alteration 
in the Goſpel. Add, viii. 12. xvi. 14, 15. Gal. ili. 27, 
23. In like manner it muſt be concluded, that if 


God would have had a farther Alteration made, if In- 


Fanis of believing Parents that were formerly to partake 
of the Seal of this Covenant were, upon the coming 
8 ; Te Pr? . of 
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,f Chriſt, to partake of it 16 more ® ; according te 
= pes Brut. roy undoubtedly God would have given 
us expreſs Warning of it, and have told us in the Goſ- 
pel, that though /nfants, before Chriſt came, were 
in Covenant, ow they are to be Hut out of it. But as 
the Goſpel ſays no ſuch thing, it ſeems to me certain, 
it cannot be true. It is then really incumbent upon thoſe 
"Chriſtians, v-ho oppoſe Infanc-Baptiſm, if they would 
make their Point good, poſitively to prove by Texts, 


Which expreſsly declare, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


caſt Infants out of the Covenant, though before they 
were in it. But no ſuch Texts can be produced: and 
therefore it appears, I think, certain, they continue in 
Covenant, and have ſtill a Right to the /eal of it, which 
Baptiſm. 4s 

It will be in vain here to urge, that the Scripture 
ſufficicntly declares againſt applying this Seal of the Co- 
venant to Infants, by making Fai: and Refentance the 
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* Tt may not be amiſs here to ſabjoin a Part of one of Mr. Baxter's 
Arguments in his Plain Scripture Proof of Infants Church- Member- 
ſhip, and Baptiſm, pag. 52. My ninth Argument is this; If the 
«© believing Jews Children (and conſequently the Parents in point of 
«© Comfort) be not in a worſe Condition fince Chriſt than they were 
5 before, then their Children ought ftill to be Church- Members. 
© (And conſequently the Gift and Ordinance is not repealed.) But 
certainly the believing Jews Children (and conſequently the Parents 
in point of Comfort) are not in a worſe Condition fince Chriſt than 
they were before; therefore their Children ought ſtill to be 
Church- Members. The Antecedent J ſcarce take him for a 
Chriſtian that will deny. Chrift' did not come to make Believers, 
or their Children miſerable, or *to undo them, or bring them into 
a worſe Condition, This were to make Chriſt a Deſtroyer, and 
not a Saviour; he that came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 
ſave them, came not to deſtroy Mens Happineſs, but to recover 
„them. He that would not accuſe the adulterous Woman, will 
“ not caſt out all Infants without Accuſation.“ 
The Conſequence a Man would think ſhould be out of doubt; 
* if it be nor, I prove it thus: It is a far worſe Condition to be out 
of the viſible Church, than to be in it; therefore if the believing 
** Jews Children be caſt out of the Church, then they are in a far 
© worſe Condition than they were before; (and ſo Chriſt, and Faith 
* ſhould do them a Miſchief, which were Blaſphemy to imagine.) 
— ——— ** And fo 1 conclude, Chriſt did not come to Believers. 
Hurt, by unchurching their Children.“ | „ 
| K 


* 


624) 
Conditions of Baptiſm. For this kind of arguing would 
as well prove, that Infants heretofore were not quali- 
fied for Circumciſion, which yet no Man will aſſert. As 
this Argument would prove too much, it muſt be looked 


upon as proving nothing. It will be needful to add as 
a diſtinct Head, that | 


VII. The Texts which ſpeak of Faith as the Term 
of Baptiſm, do not at all imply, that Iafants are not 
to be baptized. In the Caſe juſt now mentioned, there 
38 a Parallel between Baptiſm and Circumcifion. If a 

Heathen heretofore was proſelyted to the Fewih Re- 
ligion, and did hereupon defire to be circumciſed, 
he was admitted to Circumciſion upon the Account of 
his Faith in the GOD of 7/-ae/. And till he profeſſed 
this Faith, he could not Jawfully be circumciſed. And 
if a Fewwiſh Prophet had been perſuading and inviting 
A Set of Heathens to Fudai/m, and Circumciſion, he 
would have been forced to talk in ſuch a manner as 
this, dig. Believe in the one true GOD, and ye 
** ſhall be circumciſed. He that believeth, and is cir- 
5 cumciſed, ſhall be ſaved : but he that believeth not 
* ſhall be condemned. Repent of your Idolatry, and 


other Sins, and be circumciſed. Circumciſion now 
* ſaveth us, not the putting away a Bit of Fleſh, but 


the Anſwer of a good Conſcience toward the true 
« GOD. Ariſe then and be circumciſed, and put 
* away your Sins,” In this manner, the Feavi/o Pro- 
phet muit have ſpoke to his Heathen Audience, And if 
he had /ucceeded, and made Proſelytes, the Hiſtory of 
it muſt have been expreſſed in ſuch Language as this, 
wiz. ** When the Heathens believed the Prophet 
s preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of 
* GOD, they were circumciſed, A certain Convert 
* ſaid to the Few Prophet, What ſhould hinder my 
« being circumciſed ? The Prophet anſwered, If you 
believe with all your Heart, you may. He rephed, 
* 1 believe that there is one GUD, and that Moſes is 
** his Prophet. And hcrevpon he circumciſed him. 
Others hearing, believed and were circumciſed,” 
This, I apprehend, mult have been the Language, in 

caſe a Prophet had preached to a Heathen Nation, 
185 and 
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and proſelyted them. And yet, I ſuppoſe, that no one 
would, from this kind of Language, infer, that ant 
were not to be circumciſed, or that actual Faith in 
GOD was ſo univerſally neceſſary to Circumciſion, as 
that Infants: were not to receive it, for want of actual 
Faith. As this will be allowed by every one, it muſt 
be acknowledged alſo, by parity. of Reaſon, that be 
very ſume Expreſſions, when in the ſame Circumſtances 
applied to Baptiſm, cannot imply that Infants are not 
to be baptized for want of actual Faith, I do not ſay, 
that theſe Expreſſions prove, that Infants are to be 
baptized : All I now contend for is, that they do not 
even /cem to imply; that Infaats are not to be baptized t 
for this they cannot do, unleſs in the Caſe above re- 
preſented, they did alſo imply, that Infants were not 
heretofore to be circumciſed. As it will be allowed, 
they would not have implied this, they cannot con- 
ſiſtently be thonght to imply the other. „ ee 

If it had been fit to have continued Circumciſion, as 
the Sign of God's Covenant, and Chriſt had actually 
continued it, when he gave his Apoſttes a Commiſſion 
to proſelyte the Gentile Nations, I do not ſee how he 


_ could have expreſſed his Thoughts better than this ; 


Go, proſelyte all Nations, circumcifing' them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 

i. e. Prove to the Gentiles, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and 
when they profeſs to believe this, circumciſe them. 
Would the Apoſtles, or any one elſe, have infetred 
from hence, that Infants, having not actual Faith, 
were not to be eircumciſed? | Nay rather, on the other 
hand, the Apoſtles would have reaſoned thus: The 
Sign of G0 D's Covenant, Circumciſion, has hitherto 

** been - confined to one Nation, even that of the a- 
'* £/tes 3 but now Chriſt has commanded us to extend 
** 1t to al] the Nations of the Earth. He has ordered 
us to go, and profelzte: all Nationt, and circumciſe 
them. . Surely. it is his Intention, that we ſhould: 
- take our Pattern from the Practice of Cirgumcifioa: 
among the Jeaus, He cannot therefore be ſuppoſed - 
to mean, that we muſt only circumciſe grown Men, 
** who are capable of believing the Goſpel, and pro- 
feſs to do fo. It in he intends, that When 
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* o mall have circuinciſed ſuch, we ſhould next cir« - 


*. cumciſe- er Male Children, and Slaves ; and. that 
in der Generations, the Males among them ſhould 
be circumeiſed the eighth Day. Thus it was at the 
« fxſt Inſtitution. Arabam was filſt circumciſed, then 
* | ki Children and Slaves, of whatfoever Ages they 


«+ happened to be; and in 48er Generations their Chil- 


© dreniwere circumciſed on the eighth Day. This is 
* Direction to us. And when we are bid to go, 
&& proſelyte- all Nations, civcameifing them, we plainly. 
4 ſee, we are not forbidden” to circumciſe Infants ; 
but, on the- contrafy, are ordered to imitate this 
Example of our Father Abrabam.' I obſerved, if 

Cixcumeifion had been retained as the Seal of the 
Covenant, and the ſame Commiſſion had been given 
to the Apoſtles, as now was given them, only the 
Word c#rcumci/e uſed inſtead of baptize, no one, I fup- 


poſe, would have imagined, that Form of Expreſſion 


would in the leaſt have interfered with the Circumci- 
fen of Infants. It is as certain then, that the /ame 


Form of Words, 4 5805 to Bapti/m, cannot in the 


leaſt interfere with t n of Infants. 


« Theſe- —— 1 1 think, filly take off the c 


oven of all the Objections that Men think they find in 
the Seripture againſt the Baptiſm of farts. If there 


be any thing in the Nature of Baptiſm, as a Sza/ of 


the Corn, which confines- it to ſuch as believe, 
there muſt have. been the fame limiting Nature in Ci 


cumecifion, which was a Seal of the /ame Covenant. But: 
as it is certainly falſe, the other cannot be true. If 
an Infant was net by reaſon of his Age, . to 
receive the Sign of Circumciſion, & Seal of f the Righte- 


ouſneſs of Faith, an Infant cannot now by reafon of his 


. Age, be conſiſtently thought eee for Bade, 


| which is a Seal of the ſame. 


Farther to confirm this Point, if it Seeds Se 


tion, it may be obſerved' that / Jae Ferme of Ex- 
prefion, which are urged out of the New Teftament, 
te prove that Infants are not qualified for Bupliſin, for 
waht * Faith and Repentanes, would equally 

m 


tnqualified for Sa/vation, © Frem Chriſt's 
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ſome have inferred/that a Perſon muſt actually belive 
or elſe he cannot be baptized, With as much Strength 
of Reaſon they might infer, that a Perſan cannot be 
ſaved, unleſs he actually believe z eſpecially ſince it is 
added, He that belieueth not Hall be Cm Vet it is 
certain and acknowledged, that though Infants do not 
believe; yet they ſhall not be damned. It is: evident 
then to all, chat this Text muſt, be interpreted, a 
ſpeaking only i the Adult. who were capable of hear- 
ing and believing the Goſpel. Since then it dogs nat 
at all ſpeak of Infants, they may be ſaved, and may 
be baptized tog, notwithſtanding they are riot Be- 
lieverz. The Method. of proving that they may be 
Javed without: Faith, wül as neceſarily 
that they may be baptintd awithiut; their- ton: Faith, 
notwithſtanding) any thing that id laid dow in this 
Text. Thus nnen t n 


Ae as once * off. Ir 


; VIII. bo the Chrillien Church PREY its. AY aw, 
and we think from the Apoſtles Time, it | bus been the 
Cufam to baptivs\ the ts Children of „ h 
frians. „ t 
© .c Toprore this, 1 Nall p reddabs a. fon Witnelles, a- 
mang many. 11“ Fufin.- Martyr, who wrote abdut 
78e the Fe the! Rpoſtles, in _ 3 — 
| 3 „pag. 59. plainly” ſpeaks of Bap 
being t 10 Chriſtians in the ſtead of Circumciſion, 
And in, his Apology for the Chiiftians,. near the Begin- 
ing he ſays, e, Fas, jr among 11 of and 
% ſeventy Years ald, Sexes -wuare diſcipled- {or 
10 male ger bo to in ee nn 
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Meats to obſerve, that Juia's Word t ehen, 
ere diſcipled, or made Diſciples, is the very ſame 
Word 2 had been uſed by St. Matt be iv, xxviii. 19. 
in expreſſing our Saviour's Command, paSmewoels, diſ- 
eiple all Nations. And it was done to theſe Perſons, 
Juſtin ſays, in, or from their Childhood. And he 
wrote that Apology within forty Vears of the Death of 
tome of the laſt Apoſtles : And ſeventy Years reckoned 
back from that time, do reach into the np of the 
| ; (5. The Teflimony of * Trenæhs. 355 115 
2. Irenæut, born about the Time of St. Joun's 


Death, 30 his Treatiſe, Adv. Here. &b. 3. cap. 3% 


aking of Chriſt, fays, Not diſdaining nor going 
in a Way above human Nature, nor breaking in his 
% on Perſon the Law which he had ſet for Mankind: 
% Nut ſanctifying every ſeveral Age by the Likeneſb it 
% has to him, For he came to Fade all Perſons by 
*« himſelf: All, I mean, who by him are regenerated 
,* unto" God; Infants, and little Ones, and Children, 
4. and. Youths, . and elderly Perſons. Therefore he 
„went through the ſeveral Ages: For Infants: veing 
» made an Infant, ſanctifying Infants, Cc. 

: This Teſtimony; which reckons Infants amon thoſe 
-thak are regenerated, is plain and full Dr. Wall, in 
his Defence of his Hiſtory. of Infant - Baptiſm, and in 
the Hiſtory itſelf, has largely ſhewn, der the; Word 
regenerating does, particulagly in the Writings of Ira- 
news, and in the uſual Phfaſe of thoſe Times, ſignify 
"baptizing'« He mentions ſyme Places, which expreſsly 
dechre, that Chi was 2 "av 3 3 
that he was K him. esl 1 
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| laborious; ſo he was exceedimg ſucceſsful in his Miniſtry, for he con- 
verted almoſt the whole City from Heatheniſm. In his y 
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younger - 
Years,- he oſten heard Pahetrp (who was St. mam, intimate Ac- 


: quaimance) diſcoveſe of that Apoſtle and — This he Ns 
"lates of himſelf in his Epiſſle to &lorines; - He: 
- with the Balievers of Zyex: under the Emperor Severus, n 2 
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Mr. Baxter. has, I believe, and clearly proved, that the 
| that had Fits, were ning? than on ben: 
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" Wal the Time that drenegs n the above Trea- 
tiſe, Clement Alexandrizus wrote his Pædageg· wherein 
he expreſsly ſays, ** The Word Regeneration is the 
Name of Baptiſm.” (I. 1. C. 6. near the Beginning): 
His thus plainly eclaring, that regenerating is the com- 


mon Name for * does very much confirm the 
Argument taken from renevs, who. aſſerts, that In- 
8 


1 


faxts were regenerated unto. God. 
Pleaſe to take Notice, how near this Man was to 
the Apoſtles Time. Trenæus himſelf ſays, I. 5. c. 30. 
that the Revelation made to St. John in Patmos, was 
but a little before his Time, and that Revelation was 
: five or ſix Years before St. John's. Death. In an Age 
ſo nigh the Apoſtles, and in a Place where one of them 
had 10 lately Fved, the Chriſtians could not be ĩgnorant 
what had been done i in their Time in a Matter 16 pub- 
lic as the baptizing or not baptizing of Infants. . 


6 * + o 


3. * 2 3 enn Who flouriſhed within 
ninety-two Years of the Apoſtles, (Pedagog, l. 3. c. 11. 
not far from the _— very plainly intimates, that 
the Apoſtles did baptize Infants. 
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Hear David ſpeaking; I was, ſays he, /hapen_ in 
wu Iniquity, and 15 Si 410 ny Mother 9 me 4 ſhew- 
ing that every Soul that is born in the Fleſh is pol- 
** lated with the Filth of Sin, and Iniquity : And that 
therefore that was ſaid, which we mentioned before; 
that zoxe is free from Pollution, tho" his Life be but 


the Length of one Day.” 
© ©* Befides all this, let it be confidered, what is the 
*© Reaſon that whereas the Baptiſm of the Church is 
20 N given for the. Forgiveneſs of Sins, Infants are ol/o 
E the Uſage of the Church baptized ; when, if there 
Was nothing in Infants that wanted Forgiveneſs, 
and Mercy, the Grace of Baptiſm would be need- 
„ e 3 2 
Again, in his Homily on Take xiv. he ſays as fol- 
lows, ©* Infants are baptized for the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins. Of what Sins? Or when have they ſinned? 
** Or how can any Reaſon of the Laver in their Cafe 
hold good, but according to that Senſe that we 
* mentioned even now: None ts. free from Pollution, 
| the his Life be but the Length of one Day upon Earth ? 
| And it is for that Reaſon, becauſe by the Sacra- 


LY 
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" fon with his Father, who was taken vp for his Profeſſion of Chriſti- 

anity,z but being bindered by forme of his Relations, he wrote an ex- 
_ ceent Letter to his Father, to exhort him to be faithful to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt even unto Death: He would have made himſelf a Pat- 
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„ away, that Infants are baptized.” I A 
Yet farther, in the fifth Book of his Commentary 


on the Epiſile to the Romans, he ſays thus, And 


* alſo in the Law it is commanded, that a Sacrifice be 
offered for every Child that is born; 4 Pair of Tar- 
«© tle Doves, or two' young Pigeons ; of which one ts 


«© for; a Sin-Offering, the other for a Burnt-Offering. 


„Fot what Sin is this one Pigeon offered? Can the 
* Child that is new-born have committed any Sin ? 
© It has even then Sin, for which the Sacrifice is 
* commanded to be offered; from which even he, vho/e 
* Life is but of one Day, is denied to be free. Of this 

Sin David is ſuppoſed' to have ſaid that which we 
„ mentioned before; In Sin did ny Mother conceive 
me: For there is in the Hiſtory no Account of any 


particular Sin that his Mother had committed 


For this alſo it was, that the Church had FROM 


* THE APosTLES AN ORDER ro give Baptiſm to In- 


*« fants. For they to whom the divine Myſteries. were 
committed, knew that there is in all Perſons the 
* natural Pollution of Sin, which muſt be done 10 
„ by Water, and the Spirit; by Reaſon of which 

“Body itſelf is alſo called the Body of Sin. 
The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that Origes not 
only ſays, that it was the Caſtom of the Church to 
“ baptize In fants, but he very expreſsly affirms, ** That 


** the Church received an Order from the APOSTLES i 


« to give Baptiſm even to Infant. 5 
There is one Circumſtance that makes Origen a 


more competent Witneſs to give Evidence, whether 


the baptizing of Infants had been in aſe Time out of 
Mind, or not, than moſt other Authors that we have 
left to us of that Age; becauſe he was himſelf. of a 


Family that had been Chriſtian for a long time. The 
bother Witneſſes that I have mentioned, except rene, 
muſt have been themſelves baptized in adult Age; 


becauſe they were of Beatben Parents. But Origer's 
Father was a Martyr: for Chriſt in the Perſecution un- 
der Severus, the Year after the Apoſtles 102. And 
Exfebins (in his Ecclefiaſt; Hiſtory, B. 6. C. 19) al- 


(632) 
ſures us, mat his Forefathers had b een Chriſtians for 
ſeveral Generations. 
ow fince Origen was born in the Year after the 

Aj tles eighty-five (for he was ſeventeen” Years. old 

hen his Father ſuffered Martyrdom) his Grandfather, 
h, leaſt his Great-Grandfather, muſt have lived in 
che A poltles time. And as he could not be ignorant 
wheth he was himſ&f baptized in Infancy, ſo he had 
no. Weber er than his own Family to go for Inquiry, how 
it was practiſed in the Times of the Apoſti es. 

. Befides that, he was a very learned Ma-n, and could 
not be ignorant of the Uſe of the Churches in moſt 
of, which, he had alſo travelled ;' for as he was born and 
bred at Alexandria, ſo it appears out of Euſebius's 
Hiſtory Eccl, B. 6. that he had lived in Greece, and 
at Rome, and in Cappadocia, and Arabia, and ſpent 
the main Part of his life in OA, and Paleſtine. | 


WF What I apprehend very much ſtrengthens the 
Truth of Infant- Baptiſm, that it is of a divine Original, 
is this, About one hundred and fifty Years after the 
Death of St. John the Apoſtle, there was an Aſſembly 
of fixty- ſix Biſhops, who ſpoke of Infant-Baptiſm, as a 
known, eſtabliſhed, antient, and unconteſted Pra- 
ctice. One Fidus queſtioned, whether Infants , were 
to be baptized ſo ſoon as within two .or three Days 
after their Birth, and whether it would not be better 
to defer their Baptiſm, till they were eight Days old, 
as was obſerved in Circumciſion; which Scruples he 
propoſed to this Aſſembly, and in which he deſired 
their Reſolution, which they ſent in a Letter to Mm, 
Part of which I ſhall now tranſcribe. 5 | 


e * ® Cyprian, and the reſt of the Biſhops,” Who were 
.* preſent at the Council, ſixty· ſix in Number, to 
„ Fidus our Brother, greeting. 


We read your Letter, moſt dear Brother, Ar 7. 
cc \Ba ag to the Caſe of Infants : Whereas you Fat 
* 21 * not be baptized. within tu a three 
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. Days after thiy are bers f and that 'the Ralf of C2; - 
«© cumcifton is to be obſerved, ſo that none ſhould be bap- 
„ tized, and ſanctiſed before the eighth Day after be is 
«« born: We were all in our Aſſembly of the con 
Opinion. For as for what you thought fitting to be 
done, there was not one that was of your Mind, 
but all of us, on the contrary, judged that the 
Grace and Mercy of God is to be denied to no 
«© Perſon... For whereas. our Lord in his Goſpel ſays, 
“0 The Son of Man came not to deſtroy Mens Souls, but to 
« ſave them That the eighth Day was appointed 
in the 7ewwif Circumciſion, was a Type going be- 
fore in a Shadow, and Reſemblance; but on Chriſt's 
coming was fulfilled in the Subſtance. For becauſe 
« the eighth Day, that is the next to the Sabbath- 
«© Day, was to be the Day on which the Lord was to 
«© riſe from the dead, and quicken us, and give us the 
ſpiritual Circumciſion '; this eighth Day, that is the 
«© next to the Sabbath, or Lord's- Day, was ſignified 
in the Type before; which Type ceaſed when the 
Suhſtance came, and the ſpiritual "Circumciſion was 
F 2h peat 6s. 07; Pra 0 nr 
80 that we judge that no Perſon is to be hin- 
4 dered from obtaining the Grace, by the Law, that 
is now appointed; and that the ſpiri 


itual Circumei- 
5 fion ought not to be reſtrained by the Circumciſion 
«« that was according to the Fleſn: But that all are to 
„ be admitted to the Grace of Chriſt; ſinee Peter 
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Abr Account of Cyprian, and the ret of the Biſhops, 
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the World, they do intimate nothing ſo much as 


that they implore Compaſſion n 
From this Piece of Hiſtory it appears, that both the 
Perſon who moved the Doubt above ſpecified, and all 
the Perſons Who reſolved it, navimou/ly agreed in this, 
that [nfants:wwere: to be baptizer, and that it was the 
Jetdled Cuſlom of the Church to baptize them. If the 
Aſſembly had been againſt Infant - Baptiſm, they would 
have anſwered; It is ſi far from being neceſſary to bap- 
tize' Chilaren on the eighth Day after. their Birth, that 
they ought not to be baptized. at all, till they are of Ape 


. #0 judge and act for themſelves. But none of thoſe Bi- 


ſhops was in this Sentiment. They all looked upon 
it, and talked of it, as a thing . unconteſted, that 
— its were to be baptized. 1 4 „ Gan [9317 +? 

If we look back from this Time to the Space that 
had paſſed from the Apoſtles: Time, which was but 
150 Years, we muſt conclude, that it was eaſy then to 
know the Practice of Chriſtians in the Apoſtles Days. 
For ſome of theſe 66 Biſhops may be thought to be at 
this time ſixty or ſeventy. Years old themſelves, which 
reaches almoſt to half the Space: And at that time 


. when they were Infants, there muſt have been ſeveral 


alive, thut were born within the Aphſtles Age. And 
ſuch could nat be ignorant, whether Infants were bap- 
tiaed in that Age, when they themſelves Were ſame of 
thoſe Infants. And as there was no Diſpute, or Dif- 
ference of: Opinion (as there muſt have been among 


ſo many, if aby Innovation had been made.) For it 


is here expressly ſaid, bert 'avas not one o Fidus' r Mind, 


that Infant-Baptiſm mult be delayed. till the eighth 
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Mr. Barter, in his Church. Hiſtory, p. 37. gives us an Account of 
"Cyprian, and a large Aſſembly of Biſhops, of which Number moſt 
Aikely 1 — ores in the following Words * A = I can diſ- 

'* cern by their Writings, History, they were n odlieſt, 
. faithful, n Biſhop that were found_ in am 
Far of che World nee the Apoſtles Times: Cyprian's'Style, and 
che. J eftimeny of all juſt Hiſtory „which concerneth him, as well 
u his DMartyrdom, declare him to be a Saint indeed,” 


Day; 


E © KO eee 
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Day i much lefs then was there any of Opinion, + tae 
it was not co be at all. © ba 
„In a dodrinal Point, as M.. Baxter 5 obſerver, 
„% 1 Miftake is eaſier in a bare Narration of ſome one 
Fact: But in a Matter of Fact of ſo public Notice, 
„and which ſo, many thouſands were Partakers in, as 
© Baptiſm was, how could they be ignorant?“ 

* Suppoſe? it were a Queltion now among us, beider 
Perſons were baptized : at Age only, or in Infancy alſo, 
eighty Vears before we were born: Were. it not 
eaſy to know the Truth, what by Report, and what 
by Records? 

I ſhall conctude what I have to temark” on this Tefs 
timony with obſerving, That we ſee here confirmed, 

what was ſaid before, that Baptiſm was reckoned: ta 
be to Chriſtians in the room of Circumcilion. For it 
was upon that Account, that Fidus thought it muſt 
be the Time of the old Circumciſion ; and the Biſho 
of the Council, tho' denying chat, do call it the 
Spiritual Lor Chriſtian] Circumciſion, 


The 7. eſtimony of * Ambroſe, wwho Mainly 8 of In- 
fant Baptiſm being in Uſe in his. and] in the Apoſtles 
Time. Ambroſius Comment. I. 1. in St. Luce, c. 1. 


6. He is there 8 on _ N 2 i. 
17. where the Angel propheſies the i 
He fhall' go rs in the Spirit and 5 
Elias. "And after having ſhewn in ſeveral Particulars, - 
how Jahn, in his Office, did reſemble Blias, and hav- 
ing 3 that Miracle of Bias of dividing the - 
River For ier, he adds thus; ' fut perhaps this may 
ſeem to de fulffled in our Time, and in the Apo- 
ime. For that returning of the River Wa- 
ters backward toward the ring head, which was 
eauſed by Blas, when the River was divided (as 
4 the N ſays, Jordan Was driven bath) figni- 


7 1 as 2 — we 


' was Bifflop "of Man (abvut* 27 Pen after the Apo 
ds 2 ard laborious 1 l 1 be 
. 


rift,” bountiful to Fong Hy Life, after 
was hoes „ was devoted bel to feed the Church 2 
and to gain more Soul to the Lord Jeſus a4 


— 


[ 


( 36) 
© fed the Sacrament of *. Laver of nnn. which 
* was afterwards to be inſtituted; by which thoſe 
* Infants that are baptized, are reformed back a- 
« ' gain from Wickedneſs [or a corrupt State] to the 
rimitive State of their Nature.“ 
means they are freed from the Guilt of original. 
Sin, and in ſome Senſe reduced back to the primitive. 
State, in which Man was before that happened. He 
plainly ſpeaks of Inf ants as baptized in the Apoſtles Time, 
as well as in his own; and makes St. Job (if his Mean- 
ing be to ſpeak of the Perſons baptized by him) in 
baptizing % 7908 for the Reformation of their Nature 
back again to the primitive Purity of it, to reſemble 
Elias in turning back the Waters to their Spring head. 
But however, he does plainly ſpeak of the Bap? n of 
parpoſ uſed in the Apeſtles Time,” which is more to the 
poſe. | | 
This Paſſage of Ambroſe is quoted by Auſtin, lib. 1. 
contra Julian. c. 2. 


The Teſtin.ony of ® * Auſti in, ho ſpeaks of 8 
tiſm as vai by the wats” Church 13 and e 
by the Apollles. | 


Auſtin, in his Treatiſe De 8 e Dona- 


riftas, Lib 4. C. 23. having had Occaſion to teak of 


A. ſbort Charater of Auſtin. 5 

: Apes os Biſhop of Hippo; he flouriſhed 288 Years after the 
Apoſtles : He was converted by Ambroſe 3 after which he wholly ſet 
his Heart to convert others, and to build them up in their moſt hdly 
Faith; regarding neither Riches nor Honour : He was an indefatigable 
Preacher of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both by Life, and Doctrine: His 
uſual Wiſh was, that Chriſt when he Ae, hight Ge him either 
_ Praying or preaching : He was very eminent for Charity; for he 
faithfully devoted to Works of Mercy and Piety all be had above the 

neceſſary Conveniences of Life, In his Time the Gotbs and Vandals 
broke in upon the Reman Empire, and into Africa, and 
Hippo, where he lived. Many 
| but this holy Man of God continued to exhort his People to Conden- 
cy, and Perſeverance in the Faith; reſolving rather to ſuffer a thous. 

Deaths, than to. forſake his ock when they ſtood moſt in need 
of « aithfal Shepherd. During the Siege he died. : In his Sickneſs he. 
breathed forth moſt pious Ejaculations : He made no Will, baving 
8 R Hediedin 9 


4 A « 4 e 
3 - * the 


Biſhops. abandoned their Charge ; 
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( 37 ) 

the Penitent Thief, who obtained Salvation without 
Baptiſm, ſhews, that that is no more an Argument 
againit the Neceſſity of Baptiſm, where it may be had, 
than the Example of baptized Infants obtaining Salva- 
tion without Faith, is an Argument againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of Faith, where the Subject is capable of it. 
Near the Concluſion of the fourth Book, he ſays, 
4% And as the Thief who by Neceſſity went without 


+. Baptiſm, was ſaved, becauſe by his Piety he had it 


«© ſpiritually : So where Baptiſm is had, tho' the Party 


by Neceflity go without that [Faith] which the 


Thief had, yet he is ſaved.” | e "ph 

„Which the Whole Boay of the Church holds, as 
«« delivered to them, in the Caſe of little Infants bap- 
« tized; Who certainly cannot yet believe with the 
Heart to Righteouſneſs, or confeſs with the Mouth 
** to Salvation, as the Thief could; nay, by their Cry- 
ing and Noiſe, while the Sacrament is adminiſtring, 
4 they diſturb the holy Myſteries: And yet 20 Chri- 


„ ftian Man of any Sort will ſay, they are baptized te 


«« no Purpoſe.” | 
„And if any one do ask for divine Authority in 


this Matter, though that which the whole Church 


“ practiſes, and which has not been inſlituted by 
Councils, but was ever in uſe, is very reaſonably 
believed to be no other than a thing ordered by the 
*« Authority of the Apoſiles : Yet we may beſides take 
« atrue Eſtimate, how much the Sacrament of Bap- 
<< tiſm does avail Infants, by the Circumciſion which 
God's former People received.” In what follows, 
* he moſt plainly declares, that Baptiſm is to the 
« Chriſtian Infants, as Circumciſion was to the Fewwzp, 
Though Aaſtin ſpeaks of Infant-Baptiſm in this Place 
bat occaſionally, his Words are, we ſee, a full Evi- 
dence that it was then univerſally practiſed, and had 
been ſo beyond the Memory of any Man, or of any 


Record: That they took it to be a Thing that had 


not been enacted by any Council, but had been in uſe 
from the Beginning of Chriſtianity. And they had then 
but 300 Years to look back to the Times of the 
Apoſtles, whereas we now oP upwards of 1609: 


(38) 


And many Writings, and Records which are now loſt, 
were then extant, and eaſily known. 5 | 
Moreover, for the Sorts of Chriſt ans that were then, 
he ſays, that [u//us C:riſtianorum] none of the Chri- 
ſtians had any other Opinion, but that it was uſeful or 
neceſlary. + | Ee 

Aubin, in his Letter to Boniface, a Biſhop of his 
 Acquaintance, mentions, that tho' the Parents in his 
Time uſually offered up their Children to God in Bap- 
tiſm; yet that this Office might be done by any other 
that was a rightful Owner of the Child. Part of this 
Letter is as follows: But I would not have you mi- 
5 ſtake, ſo as to think that the Bond of Guilt de- 
& rived from Adam cannot be broken, unleſs the Chil- 
« dren be offered for the receiving the Grace of Chriſt 


« by their own Parents. For ſo you ſpeak in your 
Letter, That as the Parents were Authors of their 
% Punifonunt, ſo they may alſo by the Fuith of their Pa- 


rents be j::/tified. 

*« Whereas you ſee that a great many are offered 
© not by their Parents, as the Infant-Slaves are ſome- 
Ames offered by their Maſters: And ſometimes 
* when the Parents are dead, the Infants are baptized, 


«© being offered by any that can afford to ſhew this 


«« -Compaſſion on them, are now and then taken up by 
„ the holy Virgins, and offered to Baptiſm by them 
© who have no Children of their own, nor deſign to 


« have any. And in all this, there is nothing elſe 
done than what is written in the Goſpel, when our 
Lord asked, who was Neighbour to him that was 
6. wounded by Thieves, An left half dead in the ' 
% Road? And it was anſwered, He that fhewed 


© Mercy on him.” | 


Here we ſee, that both Auffin and Boniface took it 
for granted, that Infants are to be baptized, and (as 
was obſerved before) that the ordinary Uſe then was 

for the Parents themſelves, to give up their Children 


to God by Baptiſm : But yet this was not counted ſo 
neceſſary, as that a Child could not be baptized with- 


out that Circumfiance, Any Chriſtian, that was on 


oy 


46" a 


any equitable Account Owney of the Child, might de- 
dicate it to God by that ſacred Ordinance. - - 

It deſerves a particular Remark, that moſt of theſe 
Witneſſes for Infant Baptiſm, were not only faithful to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were, faithful unto Death, 


% gory that did perhaps practiſe ſuch Delay in the 

«© Caſe of his Children; but no Society of Men fo 

* thinking, or ſo practiſing : So in the next ſeven 

; « hundred Years, there is not ſo mach as one Man to 

i be found, that either ſpoke for, or practiſed ſuch 

: * Delay. But all the contrary. And when one Seck 

% among the Valdenſes declared againſt the baptizing 

« of + — as being uncapable of Salvation, the 

% main Body of that People rejected their Opinion: 

«« And they of them that held that Opinion, quickly 

«© dwindled away, and diſappeared ; there being no 

«« more heard of holding that Tenet, till the riſmg | 

of the German Antipædobaptiſts, in the Year 1522. 
« And that all the national Churches now in the — 4 

« World do profeſs and practice Infant-Baptiſm.””. 3 
This brings to my Remembrance a very clear Proof 

for the Baptiſm of Infants, which much ſatisfied the 

Mind of the Great and Good Mr. Baxter ; I ſhall relate 

it in his own Words. I am fully ſatisfied, that Mr. 

«© Tombs cannot ſhew me any Society (I think not one 

«© Man) that ever opened their Mouths againſt Bape 

** tiſm of Infants, till about 200 Years ago, or there= _ 

«© about. Which confirms me much, that it is from 

the Apoſtles Times, or elſe ſome. one would have. 


r joyfully ſuffering Martyrdom for the Truth: Surely, 
this is a great Acceſſion to che Strength of their Teſti- 

8 mon 7. | | | J 

s All theſe things put together, ſeem to afford Evi- 

L dence ſufficient to prove, that Infant-Baptiſm was 

r practiſed in the Church of Chriſt from the Beginning, 

8 and conſequently that it is of an Apoſtolical and Divine 

- Original. . | 

6 I am willing here to add, that Dr. Vall has aſſured 

Z us, that, as for the fr/t four hundred Tears, there 

: appears only one Mari, Tertullian, that adviſed the 

r * Delay of Infant Baptiſm in /ome Caſes, and one Gre - 
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been found as an Oppoſer of it; even as I profeſs 


** ſeriouſly, that it much ſatisfieth my Conſcience, that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles did never ſhut the Infants of 
believing Jeaus (and conſequently not of believing 
** Gentz/es) from being Members of his viſible Church, 


146 


Word of Exception, Arguing, Murmuring, or Diſ- 
ſatisfaction againſt it; when as it cannot poſſibly be 
conceived, but thoſe Fewws who kept ſuch a Stir be- 

fore they would let go Circumciſion, the Sign of 
** Church-Memberſhip, when] yet they had Baptiſm, 


60 
40 


4 Children, and would have much hardlier have let 
2 


*« have occaſioned one Word of Satisfaction from ſome 
one of the Apoſtles, eſpecially when Paul calls them 


40 
cs 


and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
4% God. I know not how Mr. TJ———, and ſuch o- 
thers think on theſe things ; but, for my part, they 
, ſtick ſo cloſe to my Conſcience, that IL dare not ſay, 


66 


1 Chriſt would have no Infants received into his viſible 


Church among the Number of Chriſtians, when I 


« find he once placed them in the Church ; and neither 


% Mr 7 


„ nor any Man breathing, can ſhew me 


** one Word of Scripture where-ever Chriſt did put 


them out again; and yet theſe Men pretend to 
<* ſtand to the Determination of Scripture. I wo 
this one Thing were impartially confidered.”” © 


But ® this ſhall ſuffice for a Hint of this Controverſy, 


which has filled large Volumes in the World, made a 
huge Noiſe in the Church, and deſtroyed the Charity 


of a multitude of Chriſtians. Since I do not here pro- 


feſs to enter into the Argument, but only to give a few 
ſhort Notices, or Rehearſals, of what is ſaid in our 
Vindication, who practice the Baptiſm of Infants by 
pouring Water on them, I do the rather ask leave to 


— — — — 
Berry: fret Sermons, Vol. II. p. 10. | 
1 - ſpeak 


= 


in that:I never find in all the New Teſtament one 


* another Sign, would undoubted .have been much. 
more ſcandalized at the unchurching of all their- 


that Privilege of their Church-Memberſhip, or at 
eaſt have raiſed ſome Scruple about it, which might 


Holy, and Chriſt ſaith, Szyßer them to come to me, 


(41) Wi 
2 one charitable Word on this Subject, viz, That 
ince this Controverſy has Difficulties attending it, 
Perſons of an honeſt and ſincere Soul, in ſearching out 
the Truth, may happen to run into different Opinions: 
And the things wherein we agree, are ſo important, 
as ſhould not ſuffer us to quarrel about the leſſer things 


wherein we differ. Our Brethren, who reject Infant- 


Baptiſm, as well as we who practiſe it, all agree in a 
Belief of the ſacred Inſtitution of this Ordinance, and 
in our Reverence for it: We all agree, that Children 
ſhould be devoted to GOD, and ſhould be Partakers 
of all the utmoſt Privileges into which Scripture admits 
them, and that they ſhould grow up under all poſſible 
Obligations to oy” and fince each of us defires to 

find out the Will of Chrift, and practiſe it accordingly, 
it is a moſt unreaſanable thing, that we ſhould be angry 
with each other, becauſe ſome of us are devoted to 


God and Chriſt, by this Ceremony, a little /coner or a 


little JIater than others; or becauſe ſome devote their 
Children to GOD in Baptiſm, as a Claim of Privileges 
and an Obligation to Duties, before they can do this 
for themſelves, and are capable of acting therein: Or 
becauſe ſome of us think, this Ordinance requires much 
Water, and that the whole Body be immerſed in it; 
others ſuppoſe, a little is ſufficient, and that he who hath 
the Face or Head waſhed in this Solemnity, has as true 


a Significancy of Goſpel Benefits and Obligations, as he 


who has his whole Body put under Water, fince our 
Saviour thought ſo when he waſhed Peter's Feet, Jobn 
xiii. 10. In ſhort, where Faith in Chriſt, and Love 
to GOD, and Obedience to the ſanctifying Opera- 
tions of the Spirit are made neceſſary to Salvation, ank 
agreed upon by us all, it is pity that thefe leſſer things 
ſhould raiſe ſuch unhappy and ſcandalous Contentions 
among the Diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, who is the 
Prince of Peace. - i 
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Children devoted to God ; Gen. xvii. 7, 10. 
Acts xvi. 14, 15, 33. 


1 for theſe who practiſe — ⸗ 
J. 
T H US faith the Mercy of the Lord, 
Dl be a God to thee 
P11 Bleſs thy num rous Race, and they 
Shall be a Seed or W 
II. 


Aran believ'd the promis'd Grace, 
And gave his Sons to God; 
But Water feals the Bleſſing now, 
That once was ſeal'd _ Blood. 
* 
Thus Takia ſanQify*d her Houſe, 
When ſhe receiv'd the Word ; 
Thus the believing Jaylor gave 
| Tis Houſhold to the —_ 
V. 
Thus later Saints, eternal King, 
Thine ancient Truth embrace; 3 
To thee their Infant - Offspring bring, 
"hd humbly claim the Grace. 


1 8 —_— 


4 © Circumcifin 215 Baptiſm. | 
. Printen only for thoſe who pragiſe the Fart * 


1 1 


H Us did the * of eben paſs 
Under the bloody Seal of Grace; 
— oung Diſciples bore the Voke, 
Till Ci che e Ow broke. 
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E 8 1. 

By milder Ways doth Jeſus prove, 
His Father's Cov'nant and his Love; 
He ſeals to Saints his glorious Grace, fn 
And not forbids their Infant-Race. | , 

8 | ' 3. 
Their Seed is ſprinkled with his Blood, | a 
Their Children ſet apart for God; * +: i 
His Spirit on their Offspring ſhed 0 
Like Water pour'd upon the Head. 

5 IV. 

Let every Saint with chearful Voice 
In this large Covenant rejoice- ; 
Young Children in their early Dayͤs 
Shall give the God of Abraham Praiſe. 


Circumciſion Aboliſhed. 


| J. 
H E Promiſe was divinely free, 
Extenſive was the Grace 3 
7 wwill the God of Abr' ham be, 
And of his num'rous 1 | 
er gone » 
He ſaid ; and with a bloody Seal : 
Confirm'd the Words he ſpoke ; 


Long did the Sons of 45+" ham feel 


The ſharp and painful Yoke. 
| © oy = IO 
Till God's own Son deſcending low 
_ Gave his own Fleſh to bleed ; 
And Gentiles taſte the Bleſſing now 
From the hard Bondage freed. 
| IV, | 2.6 
The God of 45-* ham claims our Praiſe, 135 


His Promiſes indure, / 


And Chriſt the Lord in gentler Ways  _ / © 


Makes the Salvation ſure. 


v3 | | I® 
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N 
On St. Mank x. 114. 


I, ' C 
a E Iſrael's gentle Shepherd ſtands 
With all engaging Charms! | | 
Hark ! how he calls the tender Lambs, 4 
And folds them in his * 
Permit them to approach, he cries, 
Nor ſcorn their humble Name: 
It was to bleſs ſuch Souls as theſe, Sa” 
The Lord of Angels cog. 
III. = 
Ye little Flock, with Pleaſure hear ! 
Ye Children, ſeek his Face ! 
And fly with Tranſport to receive 
The Bleſſings of his Grace! 


— 


e 
We bring them, Lord, in thankful Hands, 
And yield them up to Thee: 

Joy ful that we ourſelves are Thine, 

Thine let our Offspring be. 

V. 

If Orphans they are left behind, 

Thy Guardian Care we truft: _ | 
Thet Care ſhall heal our bleeding Hearts, = > 
While weeping o'er their Duſt. | 


IT 


On St. LuxE xviii. 15, 16. 


MP * : 
ESUS! What gracious Words are theſe ? * 
Proclaim'd aloud by Thee, 
'Fhe pious Parent's Joy and Hope 


Of his Polterity : - 
„ Behold! I ſtand with open Arms, ok 
% Your Infants to receive, f e eee 
1 Parents, that give yourſelves to me, * 
o me your Children give. 


/ 


— 


(45) 
III. 
Encourag'd by ſuch Grace we come, 
Dear Jeſus, unto Thee: 
Gladly we would ourſelves be thine, 
Thine may our Cm — [ 
Nor more we ask, nor once complain, 
What elſe Thou does deny : 
If we and ours theſe Bleſſings thre, 
It is enough, we cry., 


2 * 
K Y * * * N 


Another on the ſame Paſſage, ; 


; | þ | 
NE E Majeſty and Mildneſs meet 
In Jeſus' Godlike Form. 
Hark, how his Lips divinely ſweet, 
No humble Name can 3 85 
I 
With Heart of Tenderneſs he cries, 
Come to my Arms, ye Lambs; 
% For you this Boſom open lies, 
And Bleſſings fill theſe _— 
> And dare we then forbid them come ? 10 
| Can Parents Monſters prove ? 
Without Thee, Lord, we're all andone. 3 
Tis Life to have thy Love. 
Y þ * OD 
We bring them for thy Bleſſings, Lord," 
Thy Bleſſings all Divine: 
Now let thy Spirit with Word 
Foulfil thy kind Deligh. 


10 Life, or Death, with thee we leave | 
All that fond Parents boaſt : 

Thy Heart and Hands more Bleſſings give, 
Than our firſt Parents loſt. 


eee een 
If a art ours, and ours de thine, 
3 And this thy Spirit's Voice; 
Peaceful we'll Orphans leave behind, 
1 Or childleſs we'll rejoice. 
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| Family Religion, Gen. xviii. 19. 


L * 
c FJ ppy the Houſe, like Abra'm's, bleſt 
= - With Heads that rule for GOD ; 
| - Where ſtrict Religion ſtands confeft ; 
Who chuſe the narrow Road. 
A 
'Tis there Divine Infirudtions flow, 
In one perpetual Stream 
*Tis there each Child and Servant too, 
The Paths of Wiſdom 3 
There Morning Prayers, like Incenſe riſe, 
And ſacred Odours ſhed, | 
And there, at Evening Sacrifice 3 
The Wings of Peace o 2 | 


Thence pious Youth deſcend and teach 
New Families of their own ; 

While true Religion lives to reach 
The Families yet ae” 


iY Such, Lord, let every Houſe be made. 
In this degenerate Day, 

And thy dread Wrath be ſtill delay'd 

Where Families praiſe 73 pray. 


N Houſes of Gop let all become, 
That Zior's Duſt may riſe ; 
That bree may reſume his Throne, 


Aude g beneath the Skies 15 JY 64 
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1 HE Queſtions the Miniſter 8 and the 
Anſwers the Parents make before the Child is 
bap tized —— Er oo 5 P. 3 5 
The Si ion of the Word Baptize. 5. 8. 
An Addrefs to Parents, who have dedicated their Chil- 
dren to Gon. — — P. 10. 
An Addreſs to Children. who were baptized in their 
Ingnfancy. p. 11. 
Some Paſſages out of che Life of Mr. P. Henry. p. 13. 
Several Arguments in Favour of Infant-Baptiſm. p. 19. 
The Covenant made with Abraham, and his Seed, is 
the Covenant of Grace. The Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Church are but one and the ſame viſible Chnrch 
in a continued Succeſſion, tho* under different Ad- 
miniſtrations and Ordinances. _ 
The Covenant made with Abraham, and his Seed, 
Gen. xvii. 2— 14. is ſtill in Force. — 
The Infants of the Jews were admitted before the 
coming of Chriſt into the Covenant by Circumciſion 
as the Door of Entrance. P. 20, 
The Infants of Chriſtians were never caſt out of the 
Covenant by the merciful 7e/us. ibid. 
Circumciton being aboliſhed, and Baptiſm coming in 
the room of it, Baptiſm ſhoald be applied to all 

thoſe, who have any Intereſt in the — 
Circumciſion was. » PH. 


'The Goſpel does not leflen but — che Frivdlogwer 


the Church. — ibide ©: 


The chief Objections againſt Infant- Baptiſm anſwered. 
| 22, 
In the Chriſtian Church from its early Ages, Ws even 
ſrom the Apoſtles Time, it has been the Cuſtom to 
baptize the infant Children of dees Chriltians, . 
b. 27. 
This is proved from che Teftimony of ſeveral Martyrs, - 
and other eminent Chriſtians, who lived near the 
Apoſtles Tune. — , ibid, _ 
F Ty | $M Fuſing 
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Juin Martyr, who wrote but forty Years after the 
Apoſtles, ſpeaks of Baptiſm as being inſtead of 
Circumciſion, and ſpeaks of Infants, or Children, as 
being made Diſciples to Chriſt. p. 27. 

Tienæus born about the Time of St. John's Death, is 
oved particularly to uſe the Word regenerating for 
Saptixing, and he mentions Infants as being ordina - 
rily regenerated. N p. 28. 
Of the f 


ime when Jrencus wrote, and the Country 
where he was educated : And how impoſſible it is to 
conceive, that the Chriſtians then ſhould be ignorant, 
whether in the Apoſtles Time Children were baptiz'd, 
or not. „ . — ib; 
Origen, p. 29. Ambroſe, p. 35. and Auſtin, p. 36. do 
each of them expreſsly affirm, that the Baptiſm of 
Infants was ordered by the Apoſtles, and practiſed 
in their Time. | 
And Clem. Alexandrinus plainly intimates the ſame. p.29, 
The Letter written by Cyprian, and ſixty- ſix Biſhops in 
Council with him, in Anſwer to Fiaus, who asked 
their Opinion, whether an Infant might be baptized 
before he was eight Days old. - p. 32. 
The Force of the Argument for Infant-Baptiſm from 
ſuch a Debate, managed by ſo many antient Men, 
ſo nigh the 7 ime of the Apoſtles; of whom not one 
made any Doubt but Infants were to be baptized. 
3.34. 
Aufiin ſpeaks of Infant-Baptiſm as a thing practiſec by 
the whole Church, and not inſtituted by any Coun- 
cil, but having ever been in uſe, and ordered by 
the Apoſtles 3 and that it is to us inſtead of Circum- 
Ciſion. Bann „37. 
That the Parents at that time were uſually the Spon- 
ſors ; but that this Office might be done by others, 
if they were on any equitable Account Owners of 
the Children. | | — 7. 38. 
A clear Proof ſor Infant-Baptiſm, which was à great 
Satisfaction to the Mind of Mr. Paxter. p. 39. 
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